MEN OF POWER

meant economic exploitation and the impoverishment,
physically and spiritually, of tens of millions of his
countrymen. Yet he hates no Englishman. He says,

I hate the system of government that the British
people have set up in India. I hate the ruthless ex-
ploitation of India even as I hate from the bottom of
my heart the hideous system of untouchability for
which millions of Hindus have made themselves respon-
sible.

But I do not hate the domineering Englishman, as
I refuse to hate the domineering Hindus. I seek to
reform them in all the loving ways that are open to us.
My non-co-operation has its root not in hatred but in
love.20

His famous "salt march to the sea" in 1930 was an-
other vivid illustration of this non-co-operation.
Britain had made a few more concessions and had an-
nounced that ultimately India might look forward to
dominion status. This did not satisfy the Indians
whose national Congress had come out flatly for com-
plete independence. Gandhi proclaimed, in protest,
another campaign of civil disobedience. To dramatize
it, so that even the simplest peasant could understand it,
he chose to disobey the government restriction on the
making of salt. Salt was a government monopoly, and
there was a tax upon it. This tax bore heavily on the
poor who consumed as much salt as the well-to-do but
had less means to pay taxes. Yet no household was
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